
hen I be-
gan my 
interest in 
agate 

hunting, I was a teenager 
living with my parents 
and four brothers on the 
sandy shores of the St. 
Croix River in Hudson, 
Wisconsin.   Lake Supe-

rior agates can be found 
as far south as Iowa but 
I ve found most of mine 
in Minnesota and Wiscon-
sin.  Since there are few, 
if any, agates where I live 
in Illinois, I head up 
North for a week every 
summer to agate hunt 
with my mom, aunt Oobie 

and cousin Cindy.  

Our destination is North-
winds on Lake Superior, 
about two miles north of  
Paradise Beach and 18 
miles beyond Grand 
Marais.  Our friends the 
Sanger family (Lois, Jon, 
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Agate fever strikes! 

Expect to find agates 
hen agate 
hunting on 
Paradise 
Beach you 

will probably find agates 
by just taking a casual 
stroll along the water.  
They come in all colors 
including shades of red, 

brown, green, yellow and 
blue but you 
will proba-
bly spot the 
white ones 
first.  Ag-
ates also 

have a variety of shapes 
and can be irregular, or 

round as a marble. They 
generally stand out, espe-
cially when it s sunny, 
because they shimmer 
among the more common, 
porous stones on the 
beach.  
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Can you spot the agate?  See answer on page 15. 



During the 
week of 
July 21, 
2001, I 
collected 
about 10 
pounds of 
agates on 
Paradise 
Beach 
over a pe-
riod of 30 
hours.  I 
considered only one pound to be the 
high quality type pictured in the photos.  

(To page 9) 

Rare ½ inch dark green Paradise 
Beach agate. 

(From page 1) 

Sue and Kathy) have graciously invited 
us for the past 11 years.  Upon arrival, 
we already begin to anticipate our an-
nual agate contest and the next winner.  
Jon says our annual contest is lore!   
It s a tradition that is held on the Friday 
afternoon before departure.  We gather 

at the picnic table on the rocky point 
and judge 23 categories!   Each stone 
is secretly placed into a leather pouch 
then placed one at a time on a plate 
marked A, B, C and D.  "Are your 
votes ready?" I ask.  When nods are 
given each person votes for a stone 
other than their own.   
"My vote is for A". 
"My vote is for C". 
"My vote is for A".  
"My vote is for B". 
"A wins!  Whose stone is on A?".  

Jon describes our week long collecting 
as "cloke and dagger" which is quite 
true!  We do have alot of fun each year 
and know that winning is not so impor-
tant as the joy of our annual reunion 
and hunt. 

As with the agate contest, I have simi-
lar excitement writing this field guide.   
You ll see that Paradise Beach agates 
are beautifully unique from the larger 
variety that agate shops specialize in. 
This field guide will help you hunt for 
and find Lake Superior agates on Para-
dise Beach. 

Agate?  
When I trained 
my mom and 
aunt in the 
early years, 
I d often have 
to answer with 
a friendly 
Bazzzuuutt 

when they 
came to me 
with stones 
that resembled 
but weren t 
agate.  

(From page 1) 

You will most likely find 
agates about the size of 
your finger nails but they 
can be larger. I ve found 
some that are about two 
inches in length but 
rarely are they this large 
on Paradise.  

Training the eye to see an 
agate is key.  To gain ex-
perience, it helps to hunt 
and sort with an experi-
enced picker and ask 
questions such as Is this 
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Agate fever strikes! 

Expect to find agates 

AGATE H U N TI N G ON PARAD I SE BEACH 

A few of my moms Paradise Beach agates ½ to ¾

 

inches in diameter.  They have a natural shine and 
have never been tumbled or polished. 

Northwinds. 


